
The Where We Stand (WWS) series produced by East-West Gateway (EWG) has compared the St. Louis 

region to other large metropolitan areas since 1992. WWS ranks St. Louis among the 50 most populous 

Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) in the United States (the peer regions) on a broad range of topics 

important to the region. 

 

In November 2024, EWG published the ninth edition of WWS, with an accompanying suite of additional 

resources. This edition of WWS took a different approach than was used for past editions. The central 

motivation for changing the WWS formula was to contribute more directly to efforts to make St. Louis a 

successful region. WWS 9 is intended as an introduction to a larger conversation about where we as a 

region stand, where we are going, and how we plan to get there together. 

 

WWS9 digs into 12 key topic areas grouped into three broad categories. The first group, Growth Metrics, 

includes population change, employment change, and unemployment. The second group, Livability Metrics, 

comprises racial disparity, homeownership, housing affordability, vacancy rates, crime, and infant mortality. 

The third group, Opportunity Metrics, consists of income and income inequality, education, poverty, and    

well-being. 

This document is a portion of the full document. Access the additional chapters, entire eighth edition, 

additional data, updates, white papers, and past editions at www.ewgateway.org/wws.  

This publication was supported, in part, by a grant provided from the U.S. Department of Transportation through MoDOT and IDOT. 

EWG fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. For more information, or to 

obtain a Title VI Nondiscrimination Complaint Form, see www.ewgateway.org/titlevi or call (314) 421-4220 or (618) 274-2750. 
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White Black Asian Multiracial Hispanic or 
Latino

Total 
population 

Madison 77.6                30.8 63.1                61.9  65.4 73.1        

Monroe 84.0                81.3 79.6        93.8        96.6          84.1        

St. Clair 79.0                43.4 70.0        55.9        67.3          67.9        

Franklin 78.5                45.8 78.2        64.8        70.9          77.6        

Jefferson 81.7                43.0 88.2        69.5        61.5          80.7        

St. Charles 82.8                56.1 66.1        74.2        70.8          80.7        

St. Louis 77.2                45.9 58.7        65.6        56.3          68.5        

City of St. Louis 56.5                32.1 31.1        37.6        40.3          44.9        

EWG Region 77.1                41.2 56.6        61.8        58.8          67.6        

Note: The race categories include Hispanic and Latino populations.
Source. U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year (S2502)

Table 4-01. Homeownership Rate by Race and Ethnicity

East-West Gateway (EWG) region by county, 2018-2022
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Percent 
Change

Absolute 
Change

2018 2022 2018-2022 2018-2022

Total Vacant Units 17,019,726 13,901,967 -18.3 -3,117,759

   For rent 2,908,916 2,439,877 17.1 17.6 -16.1 -469,039

   Rented, not occupied 595,023 511,341 3.5 3.7 -14.1 -83,682

   For sale only 1,206,192 723,726 7.1 5.2 -40.0 -482,466

   Sold, not occupied 665,895 626,440 3.9 4.5 -5.9 -39,455

   Seasonal, rec, or occasional use 5,435,399 4,546,733 31.9 32.7 -16.3 -888,666

   For migrant workers 39,756 27,913 0.2 0.2 -29.8 -11,843

   Other vacant 6,168,545 5,025,937 36.2 36.2 -18.5 -1,142,608

Percent 
Change

Absolute 
Change

2018 2022 2018-2022 2018-2022

Total Vacant Units 124,858 104,346 -16.4 -20,512

   For rent 26,200 19,727 21.0 18.9 -24.7 -6,473

   Rented, not occupied 2,372 3,107 1.9 3.0 31.0 735

   For sale only 15,685 6,384 12.6 6.1 -59.3 -9,301

   Sold, not occupied 10,129 8,556 8.1 8.2 -15.5 -1,573

   Seasonal, rec, or occasional use 11,150 9,358 8.9 9.0 -16.1 -1,792

   For migrant workers 192 47 0.2 0.0 -75.5 -145

   Other vacant 59,130 57,167 47.4 54.8 -3.3 -1,963

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates (B25004)

Table 6-01. Vacancy by Type

St. Louis MSA and United States, 2018 and 2022

Percent of Vacant 
Units

Percent of Vacant 
Units

United States

St. Louis MSA

2018 2022

2018 2022
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County 2017 2022 2017 2022 2017 2022
Percentage 

Point 
Change

Absolute 
Change

Percent 
Change

Absolute 
Change

Percent 
Change

Madison 11,565 9,801 118,806 118,715 9.7 8.3 -1.5 -1,764 -15.3 -91 -0.1

Monroe 704 995 13,931 14,560 5.1 6.8 1.8 291 41.3 629 4.5

St. Clair 16,230 14,464 119,355 115,165 13.6 12.6 -1.0 -1,766 -10.9 -4,190 -3.5

Franklin 3,850 3,908 44,462 45,420 8.7 8.6 -0.1 58 1.5 958 2.2

Jefferson 6,235 6,135 89,979 92,590 6.9 6.6 -0.3 -100 -1.6 2,611 2.9

St. Charles 7,459 5,598 150,013 161,979 5.0 3.5 -1.5 -1,861 -24.9 11,966 8.0

St. Louis 37,096 31,613 439,403 444,860 8.4 7.1 -1.3 -5,483 -14.8 5,457 1.2

City of St. Louis 36,418 30,733 176,159 173,792 20.7 17.7 -3.0 -5,685 -15.6 -2,367 -1.3

EWG Region 121,574 105,269 1,154,125 1,169,103 10.5 9.0 -1.5 -16,305 -13.4 14,978 1.3

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2013-2017 and 2018-2022 (B25002)

Table 6-02. Vacancy Rate 

East-West Gateway (EWG) region by county, 2017 and 2022

Vacant Units Housing Units Vacancy Rate Vacant Units Housing Units
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Change in Homicides
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Deaths per 100,000 population
St. Louis MSA, Peer Region Average, and United States, 1999 to 2023*

St. Louis MSA United States Peer Region Average

*Data for 2023 is provisional. 
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Wonder Database
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ST. LOUIS
COUNTY

ST. CLAIR
COUNTY

MADISON
COUNTY

ST. CHARLES
COUNTY

ST. LOUIS
CITY

JEFFERSON
COUNTY

MONROE
COUNTY

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Homicide Tracker
Jan 1, 2021 to June 30, 2024

!"e$

%&r(

!"d$

!"b$

%&h(

!"b$

%&q(

!"d$

!"e$

!"b$

October 2024Sources: St. Louis Post-Dispatch;
East-West Gateway Council of Governments

This map's crime density data was generated using ArcMap's
Kernel Density tool. The analysis was conducted with a cell size of
30 meters and a search radius of half a mile to calculate the density
of crime incidents in each area in square miles.

I
0 5

Miles

Other Map Data
! Homicide Location

Interstate Highway

County Boundary

Density of Homicides
Per Square Mile

1 59.02
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Deaths 89 104 94 84 83

Population 7,065   6,849   6,967   6,900   7,292   

Rate 12.6 15.2 13.5 12.2 11.4

Deaths 117 84 68 82 74

Population 21,123 20,809 20,369 18,825 18,216 

Rate 5.5 4.0 3.3 4.4 4.1

St. Louis MSA, 2018 to 2022

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Deaths per 1,000 population by race

Note: Rate is per 1,000 population rather than per 1,000 live births.
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