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Guiding Principles
Connected 2050: Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)

Guiding principles establish a vision to guide 
transportation system evaluation and decision-
making



System 
Performance

Performance Based Planning

Guiding 
Principles

EWG incorporates performance-based planning into 
the long-range transportation planning process to 
achieve desired performance outcomes for the 
multimodal transportation system. This includes:

1. a strategic policy direction established through 
guiding principles, 

2. transportation project evaluation criteria to 
assess alignment of transportation projects to 
the guiding principles,

3. the development of an investment plan 
allocation, 

4. and on-going monitoring, evaluation, and 
reporting on system performance to help to 
inform future cycles of planning.
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System Performance Measures

M13



How were these measures selected?

• 25 measures are federally required as part of transportation 
performance management requirements
• Set targets for these measures that are approved by the Board of Directors 

annually, biennially, or every four years based on federal requirements

• 15 measures support additional regional goals that address 
transportation and transportation related areas

• Data availability and long-term maintainability
• Easily explainable and understood
• Tied to a desired outcome (desired increase or decrease)



System 
Performance 
Dashboard

• Interactive
• Updated annually 

• June 2024 last update
• Website

• https://www.ewgateway.org
/transportation-
planning/long-range-
transportation-planning/lrp-
performance-dashboard/



Dashboard Insights
Examples



Transportation Safety

• Roadway fatalities and 
injuries continue to 
increase year over year.

• Fatalities on transit 
remain low and injuries 
show a decreasing trend.

• Do we need to increase 
focus/spending on 
roadway safety 
improvements?

• Are we measuring the 
impact of recent roadway 
safety projects to evaluate 
if projects meet their 
crash reduction goals?

M10: Roadway Fatalities M12: Roadway Serious Injuries

M14: Non-Motorized Fatalities and Serious Injuries

M16: Transit InjuriesM16: Transit Fatalities

Trends

Policy Questions Raised



Economy

• Average annual 
employment growth rate 
(1.11% from 2013)

• Average annual GDP 
growth rate (1.86% from 
2018)

• How can we better 
understand and evaluate 
potential economic 
impacts from 
transportation projects?

• Does a transportation 
project promote regional 
growth or only reallocate 
growth within the region?

M1: Regional EmploymentTrends

Policy Questions Raised

Where We 
Stand

M2: Gross Domestic Product (GDP)



Congestion and Reliability

• Congestion decreased and 
reliability increased during 
the pandemic. Post-
pandemic congestion 
levels remain below pre-
pandemic levels.

• Despite reduction in 
congestion, the percent of 
workers with long 
commute times is 
increasing, likely due to 
increasing distances 
between jobs and 
residences, how can we 
change our growth 
patterns to address this 
issue?

M22: Peak Hour Excessive Delay (PHED)Trends

Policy Questions Raised

M23: Interstate Reliability

M21: Commute Travel Time under 45 Minutes



Transportation Assets

• Both DOTs are rapidly 
driving down the % of 
NHS bridges in poor 
condition.

• Metro revenue vehicles in 
good condition but many 
non-revenue vehicle have 
exceeded useful life.

• How can the region 
finance new non-revenue 
vehicles?

• Can the region continue 
to keep pace with bridge 
maintenance needs?

M31/32:NHS Bridge Conditions - MOTrends

Policy Questions Raised

M31/32: NHS Bridge Conditions - IL

FY22 % Equipment beyond ULBFY22 Total EquipmentULB (Years)Equipment Type
10%39214Bus
27%1238Van
0%8731Light Rail Vehicle

73%1138Under 1 Ton
52%8514Over 1 Ton
40%4214Trailers
53%3814Snow Remove Equipment
75%414TUG/Mule Vehicles
79%1414Forklift
41%5414Off-Road Equipment

M33 and M34: % of Vehicle that Exceed Useful Life Benchmark (ULB) - Metro



Environment

• Long-term decreasing 
trend in poor air quality 
days.

• GHG Emissions from the 
transportation sector are 
rising.

• How can we leverage the 
regional climate action 
plan to address GHG 
emissions in 
transportation?

M7:Days Reaching “Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups” or Above on Air Quality IndexTrends

Policy Questions Raised M8:GHG Emissions – Transportation Sector



Summary

• System Performance Dashboard available on EWG’s website
• Provides a visual representation of metrics that provides insights into 

the performance of the regional transportation system and other 
associated measures

• Continuously monitored and updated annually
• Designed to support data-driven policy changes and decisions



Questions?




